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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR l.il4 
1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14, and the fee set forth in 3 7 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) 
:: has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 16, 2004 has been entered: 

Amendment 

2 . Receipt is acknowledged of the amendment filed on April 16, 2004. In the amendment 
claims 2-4 and 8 were canceled; claims 5-7, 9, 15, 19, and 20 were amended; and claims 21-33 
were newly added. Currently, claims 1, 5-7, and 9-33 remain for examination. 

Examiner's Amendment 
3. Ah examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted ho later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

. ; Authorization for this examiner's amendment was granted during a telephone interview 
with Mr. Douglas Hamilton (Reg. No. 47,629) on April 28, 2004 (see enclosed interview 

summary); 
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IN THE CLAIMS: 

i. (previously presented) A method of verifiable voting comprising: 
receiving election selections from a voter; 

producing a receipt representative of the election selections, the receipt having a unique 
receipt number; and 

publishing election results, the elec^ ^ 
unique receipt number. 

2. (cancelled) 

3. (cancelled) 
: ; 4. (cancelled) 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein producing a receipt further 
comprises: 

printing the receipt at a polling place. 

6. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein producing a receipt further 
comprises: 

printing the receipt in a voter booth. 
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7-(previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein producing the receipt further 
comprises: 

• -'listing a receipt number and election. selections on an electronic medium. 
. 8. (cancelled) 

9. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein producing the receipt further 
comprises: 

mailing a printed receipt in response to a mail in ballot. 

; . 10. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein receiving election selections 
: further comprises: 

entering a voting station where the voter station is a telephone connection to a polling 
place; and 

. responding to election choices transmitted over the telephone connection to make 
election choices. 

! .11. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein publishing election results 
further comprises: 

printing election results in a printed media. 
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12. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the publishing election results 
further comprises: 

printing the election results; and 

posting the election results in a public place. 



13. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the publishing election results 
further comprises: 

posting the election results to ah electronic bulletin boa 



■ 14. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the publishing election results 
further comprises: 

calling a telephone access system having a means of entering the receipt number, the 
system.also having a means ;of responding to an entered receipt number; 
entering the receipt number; and 

receiving a response for the election selections which correspond to the receipt number. 

. 15. (previously presented) A computer program stored on a computer-readable medium, 
the computer program comprising instructions that cause a computer to: 
.'. . output election choices via a user interface accessible to a voter; 
receive election selections; 

produce a receipt representative of the election selections, the receipt having a unique 
receipt number, wherein the receipt is accessible by the voter; and 
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publish election results, the election results including election selections and the unique 
receipt number. 



16. (previously presented) The computer program of claim 15 further comprising 
instructions to cause the computer to: 

output the election results to an electronic media, the election results includingthe 
election selections and the unique receipt number. 

. 17. (previously presented) The computer program of claim 16 wherein the electronic 
media includes an electronic bulletin board. 

1 8. (previously presented) The computer program of claim 16 wherein the election results 
- which are output are used for publication. 

; 19. (previously presented) The computer program of claim 15 wherein receiving the 
election selections further comprises instructions to cause the computer to: 

determine whether all election selections are completed, and if the election selections are 
completed then produce the receipt; and 

determine whether a voter has indicated completion of the selection process, and if the 
voter indicates completion produce the receipt. < 
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20: (previously presented) A computer program product on a computer-readable medium 
for providing a verifiable election, comprising: 

mstractions for a computer for outputting election choices via a first user interface 
• accessible to a voter; 

instructions for a computer for receiving election selections; 

instructions for a computer for producing a receipt for the election selections, the receipt 
.having a unique receipt number; and 

, . instructions for a computer for outputting election r^^^^^ 
accessible to the Voter. 

if 

21, (previously presented) A method for providing transparent election results, the 
method comprising: 

receiving an election selection from a voter; 

. ; producing a receipt indicating the election selection, wherein the receipt includes a 
receipt number; and 

displaying an election result, wherein the election result includes an indication of the 
election selection from the voter and the receipt number, wherein the election selection from the 
•voter and the corresponding receipt number can be used by the voter to determine that the 
election selection from the voter was properly counted. 



22. (previously presented) A method for providing transparent election results, the 
method comprising: 
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receiving an election selection from a voter; 

producing a receipt indicating the election selection, wherein the receipt includes 
a receipt number; and 

displaying an election result, wherein the election result includes an indication of the 
election selection from the voter and the receipt number, and wherein the election result is 
•accessible to the voter to determine that the election selection of the voter was received. 

23. (previously presented) The method of claim 22, wherein the election selection from 
the voter and the receipt number are further used to determine that the election selection of the ' " 
voter was properly counted. 

24. (previously presented) The method of claim 22, wherein the receipt is provided to the 
voter at a voting location. 

25. (previously presented) The method of claim 22, wherein the receipt is printed at a 
polling location used by the voter. 

: 26. (previously presented) The method ofclaim 22, wherein the receipt is printedina 
voting booth utilized by the voter. 

27. (previously presented) The method of claim 22, wherein displaying the election 
results includes an operation selected from a group consisting of printing the election results, 
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posting the election results in a public place; printing the election results in an electronic format, 
and posting the election results to an electronic bulletin board. 



28. (previously presented) A system for minimizing election fraud, the system 

, comprising: 

a computer readable medium, wherein the computer readable medium includes 
instructions executable by a computer processor to: 
display election choices; 

receive election selections from a voter; 

produce a receipt representative of the election selections, wherein the receipt includes a 
unique receipt number, and wherein the receipt is accessible by a recipient; and display election 
results, wherein the election results include election selections corresponding to the unique 
receipt number and to an overall election tabulation, and wherein the displayed election results , 
are. accessible by the recipient. 

29. (previously presented) A method for providing transparent election results, the 
method comprising: 

receiving an election selection from a voter; 

producing a receipt indicating the election selection, wherein the receipt includes a 
receipt number; 

providing the receipt to a recipient; and 
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displaying an election result via a user interface accessible to the recipient, wherein the 
; election result includes an indication of the election selection from the voter and the receipt 
number corresponding to the voter, wherein the election selection from the voter and the receipt 
number corresponding to the voter can be used to determine that the election selection from the 

voter was properly counted. 

: ' : 30: (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the election results include the 
election selections corresponding to the receipt number and to an overall election tabulation, and 
wherein the voter can access the published election results to verify that the election selections ' 
were received and properly incorporated in the overall election tabulation. 

31. (new) the method of claim 1, wherein the method further comprises: 

providing a computer, wherein the computer is operable to receive the election selections. 

32. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the computer is further 
operable to provide election choices, and wherein the election selections are a subset of the 

election choices. 

33. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the method forther includes 
providing the receipt to the voter. . 
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■ 4. Claims 1, 5-7, and 9-33 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the claims are 
directed a system and the method for verifying voting results. As indicated in previous Office 

■ Actions, there exist many prior arts disclosing voting system to ensure secrecy and verifiability 
generally attributed to voting process. However, the cited references, taken alone or in 
combinations, fail to suggest or teach a voting method wherein a voter is provided with a receipt 
comprising a unique receipt number and the voter's election selections, and publishing election 
results with the unique receipt number as set forth in the claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the I 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

■ ^^i 1 ^ ^ once " lin S th is coirxmunication or communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AhshikKim whose telephone number is (571)272-2393 The 
examiner can normally be reached between the hours of 6:00AM to 3:00PM Monday thru 

• If P S !° reaCh the examiner b y telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

txammer is (571)273-2393. The fax phone number for this Group is (703)872-9306 
n o p C^unications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 3 5 
U.S.C. 1 32 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
addressed to [ahshik.kim@uspto.gov]. snuuiu De 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
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set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1 195 OG 89. 

civ M t^l in ?7 °u a ? neral natltfe ° r rdating t0 the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 




Ahshik Kim 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
■April 28, 2004 




KARL D. FRECH 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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Versions with marking s to show changes made 

6, (previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein producing a receipt further 
comprises: 

printing the receipt in a voter booth. 



i ; 13. (currently amended) The method of claim 2 1 wherein the publishing election results 
further comprises: 

posting the election results to ah electronic bulletin aboard. 



